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An atmosphere of fear persists in the wake of the Sambhal violence
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How the ASI fortifies Hindutva history

ERAM AGHA

The Archaeological Survey of India was always imagined as a
technical, scientific organisation, meant to conduct excavations,
publish reports and advance the knowledge of the Indian
subcontinent’s ancient past. But this has not always been the
case—the ASIs history is marked by partisanship in favour of
the Hindu right-wing. An ideological lean in the organisation has
been particularly helpful for the Narendra Modi government,
which relies on distorting history. And in the past decade, the
ASI’s work across India seems to be following a script written by
the Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh. In Uttar Pradesh’s Sinauli,
for instance, where the ASI recently made startling discoveries,
its officials have distorted their own findings to construct an
ancient Hindu past, despite an abundance of scientific evidence
that clearly contradicts its claims. From surveys at mosques such
as those in Sambhal and Gyanvapi, to excavations in Modi’s
birthplace, Vadnagar, the ASI’s misuse of archaeology to serve
the RSS agenda stands as testament to how sinister the Sangh’s
project of revisionist history has become.
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