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Nearly 40 years after it was passed, the antidefection
law has proven largely ineffective in preventinglarge-
scale defections and the toppling of governments. lt often
undermines the strength of elected governments.

takes a comprehensive look at the working of
the antidefection law thorough people who know it best,
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0nce you defect you must resign
, former vice president of India

Anti-defection law proved to be a complete faiture' 
, former Union minister

It is time to completely overhauI the system

Political bias should be kept out of anti-def ection [aw
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We must leave potitical
processes to politicians

, former chief
etection commissioner

Defection should be referred
to the EC or the iudiciary

, former
secretary genera[, Lok Sabha
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Second phase
of the assembly
elections was
crucial for
several high-
profile leaders

We are taking
some tough
decisions such as
not providing free
electricity and free
water to bveryone:
Chief Minister
Sukhvinder Singh

SRI LANKA
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Ravichandran
Ashwin and
Ravindra Iadeja are
inching closer to
Kapil pev on the
list of India's best
Test all-rounders
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Howa European family
made an arid town in
Andhra Pradesh its home
and turned it into a
blooming sports hub
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For India, Anura Kumara
Dissanayake's pro-China
outlook could be a headache
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R. Prasannan
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Anita Pratap

56 RIGHTAT{GTE

Bansuri Swaraj

70 CHIC MAGI{ET
Namrata Zakaria

74 TASTWORD

Navtej Sarna

Itcing a I)elhiite born
and ltred, I anr well
aware ol the cathartic
thrill of mouthing

t_ taboo wrtrds, and
S tlre exquisite release] Irorrr liustration and
I l)ressrrr('itprovides." 1 But I calr't denv its

" inlrcrcnt rnisogyny.


