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The Earth
Issue

Apologies to Musk et al., but

we like it here! Yes, it can be a :
plastic-strewn, climate-changing
mess. But as always, WIRED looks
to the horizon—and imagines a
better future for our little piece
of the universe.

@ p.34 The Hole in
the Map of the World

Beneath the waves lurks a
massive waterfall, And in
its mysterious depths, the
fate of the world churns.
by Sandra Upson

® p.46 AnImperfect
Storm

Can the UAE really make rain
on demand-—or is it selling
vaporware?

by Amit Katwala

® p.56 Toward a More
Fantastic Plastic

To cure our addiction to
disposable crap, we'll all
need to get a little loony.
by Clive Thompson

® p.66 Damage Control

Turning off pipelines,
disabling reservoirs—these
are violent, criminal acts.
According to Léna Lazare,
the 26-year-old face of the
radical climate movement,
they're also acts of joy.

by Morgan Meaker

p.74 Priscila, Queen
of the Rideshare Mafia

She came to the US with a
dream. Using platforms like
Uber, Instacart, and DoorDash,
she built a business empire up
from nothing.

by Lauren Smiley

p.88 | Am Laura Kipnis-Bot,
and | Will Make Reading
Sexy and Tragic Again

I've agreed to be turned into an
Al reading companion by a little-
known company called Rebind.
A report from the inside.

by Laura Kipnis
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On the Cover

When we asked regular WIRED

contributor Alvaro Dominguez .

to illustrate our new climate
cover (he did the last one too,
in 2020), he sent us a mega-

batch of options. Fifty-one to
be exact. Here are just a few
of our other faves.
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A Strava-Fueled Sprint at
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by David Howard
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