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From gendered ageism to unrea! beauty standards,
women face an uphill battle against such oppression
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lndi.an lnstitute of

figurative scutptures ot women tnti 
-

fused human and animal body parts. Kher described them as
"mythical urban goddesses, creatures who came out of the
construction of the idea of femininity orthe idea of womanhood...
she is the goddess, the housewife, ihe mother, the wh"[, tt "-mistress, the lover, the sister... everything,. The vulneraOifily 

-
of the women stems only in part from tneir nateOness; fnerS
sitters.were sex workers, paid by the artist to sit tor nei, in a sett
c_onscior rs transaction of money and bodily experience.
(Photo Courtesy: Frederique Menard_Aubin)
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It can be a threat.
It can be almost
impossible to
find work, no matter
how good your
portfolio is
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Palnter and sculptor Bharti Kher's
S,x lryomen is a series of life-sized,
sitting female sculptures, cast from
real women in her New Delhi studio.
Kher sees the body as a literal and
metaphorical site for the construction
of ideas around gender, mythology
and narrative. ln the mid-2O0Os, she
began to create a series of strangely
beautiful, but quieily grotesque, hybrid

721'OLO'GoDDESSES

Despite gaunt bodies,
sagging breasts and
stomachs, goddesses
present us with
powerful images of
old women

84 I MESSAGE FROM
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The Trinamool Congress battles
corruption charges in West Bengal

88 I REOlSCOVERlitc t AI,|GUAGE

A writer's journey about
translating her father's biography

of singing legend Usha U.thup
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