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IHE PREMIUM PH E]IOME]IO]I
Rising incomes are pushing middle-cla$ Indians to choose fancier,

pricier products in their quest lor a better lifestyle
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The ambitious policy
runs aground as states
are tardy and private
players hesitant

CM Y.S. Jagan Mohan
Reddy faces a challenger
in sister Sharmila, who
has joined the Congress
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44 ifiEioJ*u
With land acquisition
completed, lndia gets
ready to welcome its
maiden bullet train

llote to the reader: From time to time, you will see pages titled An lmpact Feature
or'Focus'in rnora roonv. This is no different from an advertisement and the magazine's

editorial staff is not involved in its creation in any way,
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WEST BENGAI

WITH FRIENDS
LTKETHESEIII
hen Congress leader

Rahul Gandhi asked

his colleagues fromthe
West Bengal unit their

opinion on joining hands with the Trin-
amool Congress (TMC) forthe upcom-
ing Lok Sabha election, all key leaders

unanimouslyvoted against it. That
wasnt hard to predict: the TMC may
nowbe an ally of the Indian National
Developmental Inclusive Alliance (IN-
DIA) nationally, but locally it remains
a predatoryfoe. So, at a closed-door

lllustration bv SIDDHANT JUMDE

ry
pow-wowin Delhi on December 2o,
Bengal Congress leaders made it clearto
Rahul they had no problems teaming up
with the Left-as they had done in the
2016 arrd 20 21 assembly polls -but the
TMC was a different ket-tle offish. Aad
very thorny. This l,eto came just a day

after TMC chiefMamata Banerjee had
suggested, at a Delhi meet ofthe new
Opposition bloc, that Congress chief
Mallikarjun Khargebe made its prime
ministerial face. The state leaders told
Rahul that an alliancewiththe TMC

would alienate their core voters-who
have allegedly suflered political perse-

cution bythe ruling party-and that
would only add to BJP votes. They also

accused Mamata oftrying to destabilise

the Congress and, by extension, INDIA,
byprojecting Kharge, not Rahul, as PM.

It's rumoured that leaders like
Sainajwadi Party chief Akhilesh
Yadav, Aam Aadmi Party chief Arvind
Kejriwal and Uddhav Thackeray of
the Shiv Sena (UBT) are sidingwith
Mamata-acting as a group within a
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