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LEAD ESSAY

2fi Economy

A IHUilBS UP F(}R RECoVERY

The government's tnanaglng of

economY ltjin$ approv0l, bul

stagnant ific0mes 8re a tllorry

40 Forelgn Pollcy

A IIRII PRESE]ICE

lllost respondents approve of the

0verall l0rsign policy and handling of
'the row wlth Canada and Maldives

54 Entertalnment

IttHfit KlxG lfilll
Riding on a stupendous

year, Shah Rukh Khan

has emerged as the

llo.1 hero lfl the country

alter 12 years, 0eeplka

Padukone remains the

natlon's leadlng lady

32 The 0pposltlon

FEELIilG rosr r1{ 1.il.0.1.4.

The lmplosion tn lhe alliance

sparks cynlrlsm atntlng voters,

who are also wary of BJP tactlcs

3B Best Cils

RElGtllllG SUPREIIIE
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SITIGIIG RllYALS

Ariilt Slngh ls the
undlsputed klng of

male playback singing;

Shreya Ghoshal retains
melody queen status

among women artists

Yogl Adltyanath remains lopular
across lndia; llaveen Patnalk

csments hls posltlon in home state
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His personal popularity still high, Prime Minister Narendra Modi is set to return
for a third consecutive term with a clear majority, though iobs are a concern

44 Soclo-Polltlcal

UTI]IDS (lF CHA]IGE

tlew political lnitiatives like women's

reservatloI ilnd u,ider acceptame

even as social mores change gradually

50 Sports

0tDElr G0tDlEs

ileeral Chopra and P,V. Sindhu are best

sportspersons; ylrat l(ohll and Smrltl

itrandhana grah ths honours ln cricket
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SCALED UP
Uttarakhand CM

Pushkar Dhami
'presents'the UCC

draft report, Feb. 2

IuccT

IHEGODE Iil UTIFORilI
By Anilesh S. Mahajan

ith just weeks to go bef-
ore the general election
is announced, Uttara-
khand chief minister
Pushkar Singh Dhami

believes he has handed Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi and the party, the
BJP, a political plank to push further
the pro-Hindutva narrative. Amid
the sound ofthumping on tables and
chants ofJai Shri Ram andVande
Mataram, the state assemblypassed
a bill on a draft uniform civil code

(UCC), paving the wayfor common civ-
il laws for all religions to govern issues
like marriage, divorce, inheritance and
adoption. This is perceived as the BJP's
first step to get uniformity in.givil laws
nationally, and it's likely thai'other
party-ruled states will follow suit.

Civil laws on matters like marriages,
divorce, adoption and inheritance are
entries in the Seventh Schedule ofthe
Constitution, allowing the states and
Centre both to frame laws. Only in case
of disputes will the Centre's law prevail.

With minor tweaks to the Uttarakhand
template, BJP-ruled Gujarat andAs-
sam are also likely to pass similar laws
before the code of conduct-expected by
mid-March-kicks in. The Uttarakhand
act, the first-ever iteration ofthe UCC,
saw extensive discussions, anchored
by a pa4el led by retired Supreme
Courtjudge Ranjana Prakash Desai. It
drafted a four-volume, 74,9-page report
containing several recommendations.
Whilethe Centre is still awaitingthe
LawCommission's reporton aUCC for
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